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March 4, 2026

The Hon. Linda McMahon
Secretary

U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20202

Re: Comments in response to Docket ED-2025-OPE-0944
Dear Secretary McMahon:

We write on behalf of the State Societies of Certified Public Accountants from Maine, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont, representing dedicated accounting professionals across
New England. We respectfully submit comments on the Department of Education’s Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking, “Reimagining and Improving Student Education” (Document ID ED20250PE0944).

We appreciate the Department’s acknowledgment that designation of a program as “professional” is not
a value judgment but rather relates solely to federal loan limit definitions under the One Big Beautiful Bill.
To prevent misunderstanding among students, institutions, and stakeholders, we encourage the
Department to incorporate this clarification explicitly into the final rule and corresponding regulatory text
in the Code of Federal Regulations.

If the Department revises the definition of “professional degree” in 34 C.F.R. 8§ 685.102 or 668.2(b), we
respectfully urge inclusion of “accounting” within the definition or retention of the current phrasing that
professional degrees “may include, but are not limited to,” those specifically listed. Accounting is a long-
established profession governed by rigorous educational requirements, uniform licensure standards,
mandatory continuing professional education, and enforceable ethical obligations. Certified Public
Accountants serve a critical role in safeguarding financial integrity, supporting capital markets, advising
small businesses, and protecting the public interest throughout Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
Rhode Island, Vermont, and across the nation.

Recognizing accounting programs as professional degree programs is consistent with both the structure
of the profession and the public responsibilities CPAs assume. Students pursuing the CPA pathway
should have equitable access to federal graduate loan financing comparable to that available for other
recognized professional programs.



The State Societies of CPAs in our five states collectively represent thousands of licensed CPAs and

accounting professionals working in public accounting, industry, government, and education. Our

members serve businesses of all sizes, nonprofit organizations, and taxpayers, and play an essential role

in promoting financial transparency, compliance, and economic stability throughout New England. We

appreciate the opportunity to provide comments and would welcome continued engagement with the

Department on this matter.

Sincerely,

Trish Brigham
Executive Director
Maine Society of CPAs

Zachary Donah
President and CEO
Massachusetts Society of CPAs

Robin Houston
CEO
New Hampshire Society of CPAs
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Rhode Island Society of CPAs

Sadie Fischesser
Executive Director
Vermont Society of CPAs



