
Building Community: New England Society merger approved

MECPA 
2026 Annual Meeting Recap: 

Merge, Inform, Celebrate, Appreciate!

Thought-provoking session takeaways

CELEBRATE: Newly minted CPAs!

The sun made a rare appearance Tuesday, shining 
through a meeting room abuzz with conversation, 
as people connected/reconnected with fellow mem-
bers, colleagues, friends, clients and more.

Voicing appreciation for their “local” state Society 
while also realizing the challenges it faces, mem-
bers voted in favor of merging to form a New 

England Society of CPAs.

Maintaining a Maine-centric presence for legislative 
advocacy, pipeline activities and in-person con-
nection will be a guiding principle as the transition 
gets underway July 1. Maine joins Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire and Rhode Island in approving the 
merger. A vote is pending in Vermont.

According to Brandon Auger of Cambridge Trust, 
yes, the economic outlook is volatile with lots of 
factors in play, including a new Federal Reserve 
chair, BUT, things may not be as bad as reported. 
The United States is now a net exporter of oil, so the 
impact on gas prices and supplies should be less 
severe than in the oil shocks of the ‘70s and ‘80s.

AI expands our capabilities but also increases our 
cybersecurity risks, which have escalated four 
times with AI, said University of Maine Professor 
Dr. Matt Graham. He recommends combatting this 
with creative vigilance: maintain deliberate human 
oversight at every critical decision point. 

Zach Donah, MassCPA’s CEO, outlined the ben-
efits of the merger: efficiency, deeper knowledge 

and resource base, expanded network, stronger 
national voice – and an organizational structure 
that preserves local presence. A robust Q&A fol-
lowed Donah’s talk.

Dr. Jeremy Pare, UNE and Duke professor and 
Dr. Conor Laver, of Roux Institute and Atomic 
PE, joined Graham for a lively panel discussion on 
ways that AI is being implemented, things to watch 
out for and ways in which CPAs – with their natural 
inclination for skepticism, questioning and testing – 
could be the “AI saviors.” 

AI will require new skills and training, but the pan-
elists are optimistic that like other ground-shifting 
technologies, over time we will adjust, and new 
jobs will be created to replace those that are lost.

Alison Lorenz, rep-
resenting the Maine 
Board of Accountan-
cy, extended congrat-
ulations to profession-
als who earned CPA 
licensure over the 
past year. 

A special shoutout to 
those who attended 
the meeting: Brad-
ley Bourne, Hudson 
Delisle, Mohammed 
Hassan, Allison 
Robbins and Saman-
tha Washburn.  A 
complete list of new 
CPAs appeared in our 
spring newsletter. 

Micah Davis-Johnson, on behalf of the MECPA 
Board, recognized and thanked mentors and 
mentees who have participated in this successful 
program, which just completed its second year. 

He shared an excerpt from a letter by a graduate 
school applicant referencing the impact the pro-
gram had on their career choice.

CELEBRATE: Team Up to Rise Up Mentors & Mentees!

Congratulations on your achievements, leadership 
and contributions to the profession. 

The many colleagues who attended to help cele-
brate is testimony to your positive impact!

    • The Rising Star: For outstanding achievement 
       and performance early in her career

       Allison Robbins, BerryDunn

    • The Forward Thinker: Trailblazing leadership  
       driving innovation and progress for people and  
       the profession 
       Laura Everett, Albin Randall & Bennett

    • The Champion Coach: A respected, 
       encouraging mentor empowering achievement 
       for others       
       Alex Haight, WIPFLI

CELEBRATE: Forward Together Award Winners!

Annual Meeting Sponsors
Cambridge Trust Company of New Hampshire • 
Human Interest • Payroll Management, Inc. • 
UWORLD

Forward Together Student Sponsors
Baker, Newman Noyes • BerryDunn • 
One River CPAs • WIPFLI

Raffle gift donors:
CB Tax • Human Interest • Patricia McCarthy 
Photography • Payroll Management • UWORLD

MECPA Board of Governors:
This group of dedicated volunteers deserves a big 
round of applause for their years of service to the 
accounting profession in Maine. They have provided 
smart leadership and guidance directly contributing 
to the MECPA’s success in serving members and 
advancing the profession in Maine and beyond. 
Thank you! 

Annual Meeting attendees: 
Thanks for being there. It was great to see so many 
friendly faces!

THANK YOU: We’re so grateful for the support!

Matt Barbour
Dave Barrett
Jake Black
Micah Davis-Johnson
Tami Gower
Spencer Hathaway

Stefan Lange
Heather Perreault
Mike Santo
Kirin Schrum
Ken Stewart
David StoneSee an Annual Meeting 
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